APRIL 1711                Journal to Stella

Barnard's books, but the good ones were so monstrous
dear, I could not reach them, so I laid out one pound
seven shillings but very indifferently, and came away, and
will go there no more. Henley would fain engage me to
go with Steele and Rowe, &c. to an invitation at Sir
William Read's.14 Surely you have heard of him. He has
been a mountebank, and is the queen's oculist: he makes
admirable punch, and treats you in gold vessels. But I
am engaged, and won't go, neither indeed am I fond of
the jaunt. So good night, and go sleep,
I2.15 I went about noon to the secretary, who is very
ill with a cold, and sometimes of the gravel, with his
Champagne, &c. I scolded him like a dog, and he
promises faithfully more care for the future. To-day my
lord Anglesea, and Sir Thomas Hanmer, and Prior and
I dined, by appointment, with lieutenant general Webb.16
My lord and I staid till ten o'clock, but we drank soberly,
and I always with water. There was with us one Mr,
Campain,17 one of the October Club, if you know what
14  Sir William Read, a quack, who was knighted in 1705 for curing
seamen and soldiers of blindness gratis. He was also appointed Oculist in
Ordinary to the Queen, and acquired wealth. He was a frequent advertiser
in The Tatler. Addison satirized him in The Spectator, No. 547, 27 Nov.
1712. He died in 1715.
15  On this day appeared The Examiner, No. 37 (36) in which Swift
reviews the past record of the Dissenters, and offers them some good advice.
16  Lieut.-General John Richmond Webb, 1667 ?-i724, who fought at
Blenheim, Ramillies, Oudenarde, and was severely wounded at Malpkquet.
He was a Tory, and ill-disposed to Marlborough, whose secretary, Car-
donnel, assigned the credit of the action at Wynandaele (1708) not to
"Webb, but to his Whig subordinate, Cadogan.   Webb was appointed
Governor of the Isle of Wight, 17105 promoted a general in 1712, and
commander of the land forces in Great Britain.  After the accession of
George I he lost his office.
17  Henry Campion, a Commissioner of Public Works, was M.P. for
Bossiney, 1710. Later he represented Helston, and afterwards the county
of Sussex.  He was a prominent member of the October Club, and a
supporter of Bolingbroke. In 1714 he was regarded as a possible Chancellor
of the Exchequer (W. ?. Courtney,  Parliamentary Representation of
Cornwall, pp. 48, 332).
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